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HOSTED BY

Kelly AuCoin and Danielle Ofri

HONORING

Lisa Sanders

FEATURING

Jill Lepore    Abraham Verghese    Leslie Jamison
Edward Hirsch    Michele Harper

READINGS  

Saleem Hue Penny: "Never the Less"
Shanda McManus: "Breathing" (excerpt)

Leslie Jamison: "Letters to Michiko" (excerpt)
Kelly AuCoin reading an excerpt of 
"The Mona Lisa" by Robert Oldshue

DANCE PERFORMANCE  

Dancer:  Samantha Figgins (Alvin Ailey)
     Poem: "The Beauty of Music Doesn't Have to be Human" by George Looney

Reader: Saleem Hue Penny
Sign Interpreter: Carly Zimmerman



Bellevue Literary Review is an independent literary journal that probes the
nuances of our lives both in illness and health. BLR publishes fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry that bring together the perspectives of patients,
caregivers, family members, students, healthcare professionals, and the
general public. BLR is committed to seeking a diversity of voices from all
communities and all walks of life.
 
The first literary journal to arise from a medical setting, BLR has published
two print volumes of literature annually since 2001. Now a fully independent
nonprofit arts organization, BLR offers a wide range of events at the
intersection of the healthcare and the arts. BLR maintains an active online and
social media presence, and engages its community of readers and writers by
offering public events, newsletters, reading guides, book reviews, literary
contests, author interviews, roundtable discussions, and accessible digital
content.

 

ABOUT BLR  



Thank you for joining us to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Bellevue Literary
Review. When BLR’s first issue was published in the fall of 2001, we weren’t
sure if it would even find an audience. It is a testament to this remarkable BLR
community that we are still going strong, two decades on.  Thank you to our
editors, board members, reviewers, interns, writers, readers, and donors!

The Covid pandemic has reminded us of the foundational importance of
storytelling. When we face existential crises, we turn to the creative arts, not
just to grapple with these deep, unsettling issues, but also to find moments of
levity, lucidity, and resonance. The arts provide community—something we
could use now more than ever.

This two-decade milestone offers a thrumming sense of possibility. BLR is
eager to seek unheard voices,  forge artistic collaborations, and explore new
ways of creatively examining issues of illness, health and healing. We hope
you’ll continue sharing your ideas, your writing, and your support. The next
twenty years can be whatever we—the BLR community—decide we’d like it
to be. And we’re thrilled that you are part of this community.
 
Danielle Ofri
Editor-in-chief

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF



BLR EDITORIAL MASTHEAD

Danielle Ofri
Editor-in-Chief

Stacy Bodziak 
Managing Editor

Anna Falvey
Editorial Assistant

Omotara James
Assistant Poetry Editor

Ronna Wineberg
Senior Fiction Editor

Damon Tweedy
Nonfiction Editor

Sarah Sala
Poetry Editor

Suzanne McConnell
Fiction Editor

Kate Falvey
Associate Editor

Abba Belgrave
Assistant Poetry Editor

Barbara Daddino
Associate Fiction Editor

Lauralee Leonard
Associate Fiction Editor

Scott Oglesby
Assistant Nonfiction Editor

Erin Breznitsky
Editorial Assistant



BLR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anyika JordanBettina Klein Lin Lombardi Perri Klass

Danielle Ofri Lesmah J. Fraser

BLR ADVISORY BOARD
Cori Baill      Rafael Campo      Rita Charon      Jack Coulehan      Tony Dajer      
Minda Gralnek      Elizabeth Howard      Simone Joseph      Barron Lerner     

 Ruth Oratz      Michael Pillinger      Abraham Verghese

Vida Foubister

Myrna Blyth

Frank Clark David Weil

Ashley McMullen

Marit Vagstad

Michael Myers



GALA BENEFACTORS ($10,000)

GALA PARTNERS ($1000+)





GALA PATRONS ($5000)
Bettina and Michael Klein

Northwell Health 

GALA MUSES ($2500)
David & Jacqueline Weill

OET (Occupational English Test)
Penguin Random House




GALA ADVOCATES ($500)  

GALA FRIENDS (UP TO $250)

BLR thanks our generous sponsors.

Myrna Blyth
Michael Myers

Michael Yeaman
Perri Klass

Danielle Ofri
Lesmah Fraser
Lin Lombardi
Marit Vagstad

Anyika Jordan
 Eliza and Doug Chin 

Frank Clark
Jerome Lowenstein
Kathleen Gibbons

Lisa Marinelli
Marcia Ofri
Mary Vogler
Philip Gold 

Samuel A. Autman  
Tom and Jill Delbanco

William Branch

Erika Goldman
Frank & Minette Akman

Gardner McFall
Jeffrey Goldberg

Jerrold Weiss
John & Masumi O’Donnell

Joseph Becker
Lauralee Leonard  

Ajay Major
Andrew Freedman

Anna Levendel
Barbara Grufferman

Cathy Niden
Debra Malina

Donna Baier Stein 

 Ruth Oratz
 Saul Weiner



 

Abraham Verghese
Jan and Marica Vilcek









Thank you for your support!



Online
www. tinyURL.com/BLR20Gala



Email

Zelle to BLReview@gmail.com



Phone
Text BLR@20 to 44321



Mail

Bellevue Literary Review
149 East 23rd St, #1516

New York NY 10010







